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Abstract: Physical and chemical composition analyses of Abuja’s municipal solid waste samples have been carried out in this study. 

Laboratory procedures were employed to determine the higher calorific value, the proximate analysis and ultimate analysis of MSW 

samples from selected districts of Abuja metropolis. An analytical methodology was therefore employed to determine whether the city’s 

MSW will be good resource for energy generation as a strategy for effective waste management. Abuja’s MSW has an aggregate higher 

heating value of 38.13MJ/kg. Moisture content of less than 8% obtained for all the samples compares very well with values for Nigerian 

coals. Volatile matter was found to be above than 60% for each samples tested while fixed carbon was determined to be less than 26% 

for each sample. The MSW samples gave excellent results for ash content of less than 4% when compared to most Nigerian coals with 

minimum ash content of 10.72%. The ultimate analysis shows the MSW samples compares fairly well with Nigerian coal samples in 

terms of elemental carbon, the least value being 41.80%. The least value for elemental carbon in most coal samples is 53.27%. Also, the 

sulphur content of the MSW samples is much less (not higher than 0.15%), compared with the least value of 0.58% for the coal samples. 

All the factors considered above indicate that the Abuja’s MSW will perform very well as a primary solid fuel when incinerated for 

energy recovery. The economic significance of this study lies in the confirmation that Abuja’s MSW is a good and cheap source of 

energy for electric power generation, replacing the expensive fossil fuel sources with their attendant hazardous emission to the 

environment. This will make the study area to be a cleaner and healthier environment. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Physicochemical study of a substance is an analytical method which is very useful for characterising solid fuels such 

as MSW. It is the field of chemistry dealing with the interrelation between the composition and properties of matter and is 

the process of determining a material’s composition [1]. Samples of MSW from selected districts of Abuja, Nigeria were 

taken for laboratory analysis in this work. The study involved the determination of the higher calorific value, the proximate 

analysis and ultimate analysis of MSW samples taken from Lugbe, Galadimawa and Dutse-Alhaji districts of Abuja 

metropolis [2]. 

The higher heating value (also known as gross calorific value or gross energy) of a fuel is the amount of heat released 

by a specified quantity (initially at 25°C) once it is combusted and the products have returned to a temperature of 25°C, 

which takes into account the latent heat of vaporization of water in the combustion products [3]. Bomb calorimetry is used 

to determine the enthalpy of combustion of a given substance. This parameter gives a picture of the energy released by 

incinerating a kilogram of MSW as fuel.  

Proximate analysis is the process of determination of the compounds contained in an organic substance such as MSW. 

The analysis usually gives moisture content, volatile matter, fixed carbon and ash content and the process can be contrasted 

with ultimate analysis which is the process for determining the elemental composition of the given substance [4]. 

  Result of an ultimate analysis gives the percentage composition of the MSW sample in terms of oxygen, nitrogen, 

hydrogen, carbon and sulphur on an as-received basis. Precise information about these parameters is crucial for a 

successful application of the MSW as an alternative fuel. 

The need to evaluate the MSW in Abuja is for the purpose of increasing the resources for energy generation. This will 

simultaneously provide an effective solution for waste management in the metropolis.  The aim of the study therefore is to 

determine the physicochemical characterisation of Abuja’s municipal solid wastes as a renewable energy resource. 

The study carried out in this work has the objectives of sampling and characterising Abuja’s MSW from Lugbe and 

Galadimawa districts and the Dutse-Alhaji market. The aim of the study is the evaluation of the proximate analysis, 
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ultimate analysis and the higher heating value of the organic waste fraction of the MSW samples for the purpose of 

characterisation. These are the key parameters that determine a material’s energy yield when incinerated. 

Waste-to-energy (WtE) is the process of generating energy in the form of electricity  and/or heat from the primary 

treatment of waste, or the processing of waste into a fuel source [5]. Most WtE processes generate electricity and/or heat 

directly through incineration, or produce a combustible fuel commodity such as methane, methanol, ethanol or synthetic 

fuels for use in energy generation applications. WtE is a method of managing MSW, and is ideally suited to wastes that 

cannot be recycled in any other way. Using waste to generate energy is classified as a source of renewable energy [6]. This 

is because using WtE will lead to commensurate reduction in energy generation using fossil fuels which are non-renewable 

and emit carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases (GHG) to the atmosphere. Energy from waste is from the organic 

fraction which is essentially biomass from plants and other organic sources which can be regrown in a relatively short time. 

Plants take in carbon dioxide from the atmosphere and convert it into biomass and when they die, it is released back into 

the atmosphere. Therefore, disposal of waste without energy generation will add GHG to the atmosphere. The cost of WtE 

is approximately 10% of that of solar energy and 66% that of wind energy [7]. The average efficiencies of WtE plants are 

about 18% for electricity generation and 63% for heat production [7].  

 

2. MATERIALS AND METHODS 

2.1 Study Area 

Abuja is Nigeria’s capital city and is located at latitude 9
0
 12’ north of the equator and along longitude 7

0
 11’ east of the 

Greenwich Meridian. Abuja has an estimated population of 3.3 million people, (urban population) [8]. The FCT has a total 

land area of approximately 713 km
2
 which is divided into six area councils i.e. Abuja Municipal, Abaji, Bwari, 

Gwagwalada, Kuje and Kwali. Abuja which principally constitutes the Abuja Municipal Area Council has a central 

government institution responsible for solid waste management in the City known as the Abuja Environmental Protection 

Board (AEPB) with a statutory mandate covering city cleaning, street sweeping, litter control, solid waste collection and 

transfer and vegetation control. The F.C.T has waste dumpsites located in all the area councils including those located at 

Mpape, Gosa, Ajata, Karshi and Kubwa to serve the municipal area [9]. 

2.2 Materials  

The materials used for this study include: properly labelled medium size (10 litre) polyethylene bags for waste sorting; 

MSW samples from selected districts of Abuja metropolis (Lugbe, Galadimawa and Dutse-Alhaji modern market); hot-air 

oven, Muffle furnace, Hot plate, Soxhlet extractor, Kjeldahl digester and Kjeldahl distilling unit for proximate analysis; the 

LECO CHN 2000 Elemental analyser for ultimate analysis; the Biobase bomb calorimeter for HHV; weighing balance.  

2.3 Methods 

Samples of bio-degradable organic wastes from 3 locations, Lugbe district, Galadimawa district and Dutse-Alhaji 

modern market, were considered representative for the study area for the purpose of characterisation [10]. Laboratory 

experimentations using the hot-air oven, Muffle furnace, hot plate, Soxhlet extractor, Kjeldahl digester and Kjeldahl 

distilling unit for proximate analysis were carried out. The LECO CHN 2000 Elemental Analyzer was utilized for the 

ultimate analysis tests, while the bomb calorimeter was used for the determination of the higher heating value (HHV) of 

the prepared MSW samples. Values of results were calculated using standard equations applicable to works on the 

determination of energy content of municipal solid wastes as reported by Rominiyi et al., (2017) [11]. Determination of 

moisture content and the ash percentage after combustion in this study followed methods reported by Tursunov and 

Abduganiev, (2019) [12]. 

2.3.1 Proximate of Abuja’s MSW  

The percentage content of compounds present in Abuja’s MSW was determined using procedures for proximate 

analysis. 

1) Laboratory procedure for proximate analysis  

   The scope for proximate analysis usually covers the determination of moisture content, volatile matter, fixed carbon 

and ash content in a sample. 

2) Determination of moisture content  
     The procedure for moisture content determination was done following ASTM-E871 standards as reported in 

literature [12, 13] and shown in Equation 1. 

     
       

  
                                          (1) 

 

      Where    is the initial mass of sample and     is the mass of dry sample. The results of the tests are as reported in 

Table 1. 

3) Percentage volatile matter determination:  

The amount of volatile matter present is equal to loss in weight after heating the sample to 600 
o
C and is calculated 

using the formula [11], given in Equation 2: 
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                                    (2) 

Where Mi = Initial mass of the sample, Mf = mass of dry sample, Mb = final constant mass of the sample before 

oxidation. 

 

4) Percentage ash content determination: The amount of residual matter is determined by difference, as shown in 

Equation 3. 

               
      

  
                                     (3) 

Where    is the mass of crucible plus ash,    is the mass of empty crucible. 

5) Percentage fixed carbon determination: The amount of fixed carbon is calculated using the formula given in 

Equation 4 

 

                                                           (4)  

 

2.3.2 Ultimate Analysis of Abuja’s MSW 

Ultimate analysis which is the process for the determination of the elemental composition of an organic substance 

was also carried out in this work. 

 

1) Laboratory procedure for ultimate analysis 

The LECO CHN 2000 is the instrument was used for this test. The test was carried out following the ASTM 3174-76 

procedure, with the samples sieved using a 6 mm sieve. Dry matter was determined by residual weight after drying, 

heating from initial temperature to about 105
o
C. This process ensures that the inherent moisture content is total removed. 

Mass of 2g of each MSW sample was combusted in the ultimate analyzer, which measures the weight percentage of 

carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen, sulphur, and oxygen of the sample. The total carbon, hydrogen, and nitrogen are determined 

at the same time from the same sample in the analyzer. Total oxygen is then calculated from the other values. The steps 

followed as summarised below and the values obtained are presented in the subsequent sections.  

2) Determination of carbon and hydrogen in solid waste  
     Test procedure used follows ASTM D: 5868-10a as demonstrated by Rominiyi et al., (2017) [11], in their analysis of 

municipal solid waste for energy. Per cent hydrogen and elemental carbon contents in the samples were then calculated 

using Equations 5 and 6, respectively:  

 

              
  

   
                                  (5)  

             
   

   
                                     (6)  

     Where: Y is the increase in the weight of CaCl2 tube; Z is the increase in the weight of KOH tube; X is the weight of 

waste sample taken. 

 

3) Determination of nitrogen content in waste sample  

Nitrogen content is estimated using Kjeldahal’s method as outlined by Rominiyi et al, (2017) [11], with the 

calculation based on Equation 7.  

              
          

    
                                 (7) 

Where      the volume of sulphuric acid used and N is the normality of acid. Ms is the mass of MSW sample used. 

4) Determination of sulphur in the waste sample  
Determination of Sulphur in the Waste Sample was in compliance with ASTM D-5868-10a as applied by Rominiyi et al, 

[11]. Equation 8 was applied for the evaluation of % S.  

    
   

    
                                      (8)  

Where X is the weight of waste sample taken; W is the weight of BaSO4 precipitate formed. 

2.3.3 Procedure for Determination of Higher Heating Value (HHV) 

   The procedure for determining the HHV of MSW using the Biobase BCY-1A bomb calorimeter is according to 

ASTM D240-09, [14]. The system consists of the sample (s), the bomb (b), and the calorimeter water (w) and bucket. The 

sample is contained within the bomb, which is immersed within the water contained by the calorimeter bucket. Applying 

the First Law of Thermodynamics to this system gives, (Equation 9): 

                                       (9) 
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Where:  

 U is the change in internal energy of the system;    is the heat transfer at constant volume.  

W is work performed on or by the system. 

Since there is no work crossing the system boundary, being a constant volume process, the change in internal is the heat 

transfer at constant volume, Equation 10.       

                                       (10) 

If the entire system is adiabatic, the heat of combustion is used to change the temperature of the water and the bomb, 

only changing the internal energy, hence         ∫      
 

  
, as given in Equation 11. 

i.e           ∫        
 

  
 (     ]    [15]                  (11)  

Therefore by measuring the temperatures, the heating values of the samples are obtained from Equation 11 and 

presented in Table 3. 

3. RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 

3.1 Proximate Analysis 

Results of tests for proximate analysis for MSW samples from Lugbe (Lug), Galadimawa (Gal) and Dutse-Alhaji 

market are presented in Table 1. It is observed that test parameters for all samples have values falling in close ranges. This 

compares well with results obtained by other researchers, such as Oluwadre, 2019 [13]. Results obtained in this study also 

compare well with Rominiyi and Adaramola, 2020 [16], in their work “Proximate and Ultimate Analysis of Municipal 

Solid Waste for Energy Generation”. 

These results from proximate analysis show that Abuja’s MSW will be a very good source of renewable energy. 

Moisture content of less than 8% obtained for all the samples compares very well with values for Nigerian coal (5.17%, 

Maiganga coal; 5.44%, Okaba coal; 6.20%, Enugu coal), [17]. The MSW samples gave excellent results for ash content 

(less than 4%) compared to 13.98, 10.72 and 20.02 for Maiganga, Okaba and Enugu coals, respectively. However, the 

MSW samples are rich in volatile matter (more than 60% for each sample) but low in fixed carbon (less than 26% for each 

sample) compared to the coal samples where the maximum volatile matter content is 28.98%, for Enugu coal, and the least 

value for fixed carbon is 52.65%, also for Enugu coal. In solid fuels, the lower the volatile matter and the higher the fixed 

carbon the better the energy yield from combustion. Corresponding values for the coal samples are as shown in Table 1. 

These results for volatile matter and fixed carbon contents indicate that maximum temperature achievable in the 

incineration of Abuja’s MSW will be lower than what can be achieved in coal combustion. 
 

Table 1: Proximate analysis data of Abuja MSW samples showing comparison with some Nigerian coals 

Sample ID Moisture 

Content (%) 

Volatile Matter 

Content (%) 

Fixed Carbon 

Content (%) 

Ash Content 

(%) 
LUG (Lugbe) 

 

7.70 63.02 25.44 3.86 

GAL  (Galadimawa) 7.80 60.92 27.64 3.64 

DUT (Dutse-Alhaji) 7.90 62.82 25.60 3.66 

Maiganga coal* 

 

5.17 19.19 61.66 13.98 

Okaba coal* 

 

5.44 21.54 54.86 10.72 

Enugu coal* 

 

6.20 28.98 52.65 20.02 

* Adapted from Garba et al, [17] 
 

3.2 Ultimate Analysis 

Results of tests for ultimate analysis for MSW samples from Lugbe (Lug), Galadimawa (Gal) and Dutse-Alhaji market 

are presented in Table 2. It may be observed that values for each parameter fall into close ranges, for example, carbon 

content was 42.8, 43.82 and 41.8 for Lugbe, Galadimawa and Dutse-Alhaji, sample, respectively. The similarity in waste 

content may be responsible for this, all samples being organic fraction, though from different locations. 

The ultimate analysis (Table 3) shows the MSW sample compares fairly well with the coal samples in terms of 

elemental carbon, least value being 41.80%, with corresponding value for Maiganga coal samples being 56% [18].  

All the factors considered above indicate that the Abuja MSW will perform very well as a primary solid fuel when 

incinerated for energy recovery. Also, the sulphur content of the MSW samples is much less (not higher than 0.15%), 

compared with the least value of 0.58% for the coal samples. This is a difference of about 387% and indicates that the 

MSW will be a much more environmentally friendly fuel than coal. All the corresponding values for the coal samples are 

as shown in Table 2. 
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Table 2: Ultimate analysis data of Abuja MSW samples showing comparison with some Nigerian Coals 

Sample ID Nitrogen 

Content 

(%) 

Elemental 

Carbon (%) 

Hydrogen (%) Sulphur (%) Oxygen (%) 

LUG (Lugbe) 

 

0.40 42.80 7.34 0.15 40.55 

GAL (Galadimawa) 0.39 43.82 9.38 0.12 37.55 

DUT(Dutse-Alhaji) 0.40 41.80 8.34 0.15 40.55 

Maiganga coal
* 

 

1.37 59.23 7.10 0.58 13.53 

Okaba coal
* 

 

2.20 57.94 6.02 0.98 13.76 

Enugu coal
* 

 

2.67 53.27 4.97 1.82 12.43 

* Adapted from  Garba et al, [17] 
 

3.3 Higher Heating Value 

Also, tests were conducted to obtain the heating values of Abuja’s municipal solid waste in order to ascertain its 

suitability as alternative renewable solid fuel for commercial energy generation. Results of the tests are as shown in Table 

3. The values obtained are in the same range and compare very well with values for Nigerian coals, Table 3. From Table 3, 

it may be seen that the Galadimawa MSW sample has the highest HHV of 24.45 MJ/kg, while). Lugbe and Dutse-Alhaji 

have 23.27 and 19.47 MJ/kg, respectively. High values of HHV means that energy yield per kilogram will be very high, 

making Abuja’s MSW to be a very good and cheap fuel source to replace coal and other fossil sources. 
 

Table 3: Calorific values of Abuja MSW samples 

Sample ID HHV (MJ/kg) MSW HHV (MJ/kg) Coal
* 

LUG (Lugbe) 

 

23.27 -- 

GAL  (Galadimawa) 

 

24.45 -- 

DUT (Dutse-Alhaji) 

 

19.47 -- 

Maiganga 

 

-- 27.40 

Okaba -- 25.74 

 
Enugu -- 22.92 

 
Aggregate 

 

22.40 -- 

* Garba et al, [17] 
 

4. CONCLUSION 
Physicochemical characterisation and energy content of MSW Abuja Metropolis, Nigeria was investigated in this study. 

Results from the qualitative analysis shows that Abuja’s MSW can be used to improve the quality of life of residents of the 

metropolis through conversion to renewable energy which will also be a positive driver to the improved management of 

municipal solid waste in the study area. 

This study has shown the good results for HHV, proximate and ultimate analyses obtained for Abuja’s MSW. Abuja’s 

MSW has an aggregate HHV of 38.13 MJ/kg while values for proximate analysis determined showed very low moisture 

and moderate carbon content. Content of volatile matter obtained at more than 60% is judged to be high. The MSW 

samples gave excellent results for ash content (less than 4%) compared to 13.98, 10.72 and 20.02 for Maiganga, Okaba and 

Enugu coals, respectively. The results from ultimate analysis also proved that Abuja’s MSW will be very environmentally 

friendly with very low sulphur content.  

The study shows conclusively that Abuja’s MSW is a good and economic alternative energy resource waiting to be 

harnessed. Establishing a WTE plant in Abuja to run on MSW generated within the metropolis will be good source of 

wealth creation.   
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