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Abstract
The Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy of nations
may not be legally enforceable, they are foundational to the vision of governance
in any constitutional democracy. They provide normative standards for
government action, inspire public confidence, and ensure that the machinery of
the state functions in a way that benefits all citizens equitably and promotes
nation-building and sustainable development. The study employs Critical
Discourse Analysis (CDA) to interrogate the Fundamental Objectives and Directive
Principles of State Policy (FODPSP) as outlined in Chapter II of the 1999
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. It examines the ideological
constructs embedded within these constitutional provisions and their intersection
with the enduring debates that shape Nigerian nationhood. By critically engaging
with some of the salient issues that have hitherto been constantly featuring in our
national debates overtime, such issues as state policing, resource control,
restructuring, regionalism, tax reform, local government autonomy, federalism
and federal character, sharing formulas, and other socio-political and economic
dilemmas, the study highlights the dissonance between the constitutional ideals
and the socio-political realities of the Nigerian state. The analysis reveals how
competing narratives, counter-arguments, and alternatives perpetuate the struggles
to achieve equity, justice, and cohesion in governance. This work contributes to
the ongoing discourse on the viability of the Nigerian state, offering insights into
the interplay between policy frameworks and the realities of the Nigerian pluralistic
society.
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Introduction
The Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy, enshrined in Chapter II
of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria (as amended), serve as a strategic
framework for national development and governance. These principles, while non-justiciable,
articulate the aspirations for justice, equity, freedom, and prosperity, reflecting the foundational
ideals envisioned by Nigeria’s post-independence leaders. However, despite these
constitutional provisions, the socio-political landscape of Nigeria continues to be marked by
a significant disconnect between these ideals and the lived realities of its citizens. This divergence
has been the subject of sustained academic, political, and public discourse, highlighting the
need for a critical examination of the effectiveness and implementation of these constitutional
directives in addressing contemporary national challenges.

Since independence, Nigeria has grappled with governance complexities that span economic
disparity, insecurity, ethnic and religious tensions, and systemic corruption. The persistence of
these issues raises questions about the efficacy of the state’s policy directives in fostering
national cohesion and development. Scholars, policymakers, and civil society organizations
have extensively debated these matters, with particular focus on governance structures, resource
allocation, security frameworks, and the balance of power within the federal system (Onuorah,
2024, Suberu, 1996)

Among the most pressing debates is the issue of state policing, which has garnered renewed
attention due to escalating security threats, including terrorism, banditry, and communal clashes.
Proponents argue that decentralizing security operations would enhance localized responses
to crime and insurgency, fostering a more effective and community-driven approach (Adebayo,
2018:45). Conversely, critics caution that state policing could be exploited by political elites,
exacerbating ethno-political conflicts and undermining national unity (Ogunniyi, 2020:123).

Similarly, the discourse on restructuring has gained significant traction in recent years,
fueled by concerns over economic marginalization and regional imbalances. Advocates assert
that the current federal structure promotes inefficiency and stifles regional development, calling
for alternatives such as regionalism or confederalism to ensure more equitable governance
(Agboola & Eze, 2019:89). However, opponents highlight the potential risks of national
disintegration and economic instability, particularly given Nigeria’s heavy reliance on oil revenues
and the centralization of fiscal control (Ibrahim, 2021:37).

Another critical aspect of governance discourse is fiscal federalism, which revolves around
revenue allocation, taxation policies, and economic autonomy for sub-national entities. The
push for greater financial independence at state and local government levels is seen as a
strategy to promote self-sufficiency and reduce overdependence on federal allocations. While
this approach holds potential for economic diversification, challenges such as administrative
inefficiencies, corruption, and political resistance hinder its effective implementation (Okeke,
2016:112).



124         Àgídìgbo: ABUAD Journal of the Humanities

Moreover, local government autonomy remains a contested issue in Nigeria’s governance
structure. While increased autonomy is viewed as a means to enhance grassroots development
and participatory governance, critics argue that many local councils lack the capacity to manage
resources effectively, raising concerns about financial mismanagement and inefficiency (Ojo,
2017:64).

These debates underscore the intricate balance required to reconcile the ideals of federalism
with the socio-political realities of a multi-ethnic and multi-religious nation. Institutional
frameworks such as the revenue-sharing formula, federal character principle, and the multi-
party system further complicate governance dynamics, necessitating comprehensive and
inclusive policy solutions. In an era of rapid globalization and digital transformation,
contemporary challenges such as cyber governance, climate change policy, and youth political
participation also demand critical consideration within Nigeria’s policy framework.

By examining both the textual and contextual dimensions of these principles, this research
aims to contribute to ongoing discourse on bridging the gap between constitutional ideals and
governance realities. Ultimately, fostering a more just, equitable, and cohesive Nigerian society
requires not only policy reforms but also an engaged citizenry, institutional accountability, and
adaptive governance mechanisms that reflect the evolving needs of the nation.

Research Aim and Objectives of the Study
The primary aim of this study is to critically analyze the linguistic and ideological constructs of
Nigeria’s Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy. The specific
objectives are to:

i. explore the linguistic strategies and rhetorical devices used in articulating the
Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy and their implications
for governance and national development.

ii. investigate the ideological foundations of these principles and how power relations
and institutional frameworks influence their interpretation and application.

iii. examine the extent of alignment or divergence between these principles and the socio-
political and economic realities of contemporary Nigeria.

Literature Review
The Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy provide a normative
framework for governance and national development. However, the contrast between these
aspirational ideals and their implementation in practice has been a subject of extensive academic
discourse. Scholars argue that these principles embody the philosophy of constitutionalism
and social justice, aiming to institutionalize equity and fairness in governance (Rawls, 1971:45-
48). The concept of directive principles as a guiding framework for socio-economic rights
can be traced to global constitutional traditions, particularly within post-colonial states seeking
to balance national sovereignty with developmental imperatives (Ssenyonjo, 2012:144). The
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evolution of directive principles is rooted in international legal frameworks, such as the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (1948) and the International Covenant on Economic, Social
and Cultural Rights (1966), which advocate for state obligations to uphold socio-economic
rights (Khan, 2020:89).

Nwabueze (2007:112) asserts that these principles serve as a foundation for fostering a
national social contract, yet their non-justiciability limits their enforceability, reducing them to
aspirational rhetoric rather than actionable policies (Ojo, 2019:68). This non-justiciability has
sparked debates on the efficacy of constitutional directives that lack legal binding force. Scholars
have examined cases where directive principles in other jurisdictions, such as India, have
influenced judicial activism and policy formulation despite being non-justiciable (Austin,
1999:201). The Indian Supreme Court has progressively interpreted directive principles in
conjunction with fundamental rights, thereby bridging the gap between legal enforceability
and policy objectives (Chowdhury, 2022:176). Conversely, the Nigerian experience reveals
a gap between constitutional aspirations and policy outcomes due to weak institutional
commitment and political will (Ogunniyi, 2015:88).

Comparatively, nations such as South Africa, with legally enforceable socio-economic
rights, demonstrate improved social welfare outcomes, suggesting that Nigeria’s inability to
legally enforce its Directive Principles hinders equitable development (Chinedu & Adekunle,
2020:213). South Africa’s constitutional framework incorporates mechanisms for ensuring
the realization of fundamental rights, with courts playing an active role in compelling state
compliance with social justice objectives (Liebenberg, 2010:305). Recent studies highlight
that judicial intervention in South Africa has significantly contributed to social justice, particularly
in areas such as access to housing, healthcare, and education (Moyo, 2021:241). In contrast,
Nigeria’s reliance on discretionary implementation mechanisms has led to uneven developmental
progress and persistent socio-economic inequalities (Adelakun, 2021:152). Scholars argue
that constitutional amendments aimed at strengthening the justiciability of socio-economic
rights in Nigeria could enhance policy implementation and accountability (Okeke, 2023:129).

Additionally, scholars argue that directive principles intersect with Nigeria’s broader
governance challenges, such as systemic corruption, weak institutional capacity, and political
elite resistance to structural reforms (Obi, 2017:67). Ake (1981:132) posits that the
concentration of power within centralized governance structures impedes the realization of
socio-economic rights, as political actors prioritize personal or sectional interests over national
development goals. More recent analyses emphasize the role of civil society and international
organizations in advocating for the domestication of socio-economic rights within legally binding
frameworks (Eze, 2022:93). This situation necessitates an exploration of alternative governance
mechanisms that could enhance the effectiveness of these principles in addressing socio-
economic disparities.

Emerging discourse suggests that participatory governance and decentralized decision-
making could improve the practical realization of directive principles. Comparative studies
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indicate that countries with robust decentralization policies, such as Brazil and Indonesia,
have recorded better socio-economic outcomes through localized policy implementation and
community-driven development initiatives (Silva & Prasetyo, 2022:185). In Nigeria,
strengthening local governance structures and enhancing the role of judicial review could
provide a pathway for the more effective enforcement of directive principles (Adeyemi,
2023:211). Furthermore, digital governance tools and e-government initiatives have been
proposed as mechanisms to improve transparency and accountability in the implementation
of national policy directives (Olawale, 2023:178).

In summary, while the Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy
present an aspirational framework for governance, their impact remains constrained by non-
justiciability, weak institutional commitment, and governance deficits. Comparative insights
suggest that legal reforms, judicial activism, decentralization, and technology-driven governance
strategies could enhance the practical realization of these principles, fostering a more equitable
and just society.

Theoretical Framework and Methodology
This study is grounded in Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA), which conceptualizes language
as a medium of power and ideology (Fairclough, 1989). The analysis employed Fairclough’s
three-dimensional model of CDA, which consists of examining text, discursive practice, and
social practice. Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) is a theoretical and methodological approach
that examines how language reflects, reinforces, or challenges power relations, ideologies,
and social inequalities. Fairclough’s three-dimensional CDA model (1995) examines the textual,
discursive, and social dimensions of the Directive Principles. Additionally, Van Dijk’s (1998)
ideological square and Wodak’s (2009) historical discourse analysis provide deeper insights
into the evolution and socio-political implications of these principles. In this study, the Directive
Principles are examined as both textual artifacts and instruments of governance, reflecting
socio-political power dynamics. CDA provides a robust analytical framework for interrogating
the implicit and explicit meanings embedded in constitutional texts and their implications for
governance and policy implementation. CDA allows that we critically examine the underlying
assumptions, contradictions, and power relations inherent in the discourse surrounding Nigeria’s
Directive Principles. This approach sheds light on the complex interplay between constitutional
ideals and the realities of governance, offering insights into how language constructs and
reinforces socio-political hierarchies. The framework incorporates:

i) Power and Ideology in Language: This dimension analyzes how constitutional texts
encode governance ideologies (Van Dijk, 1993:254). The Directive Principles serve
as linguistic constructs that frame governance responsibilities and societal expectations.
However, their interpretative flexibility allows political actors to shape their application
in ways that reinforce existing power structures (Chouliaraki & Fairclough, 1999:45).
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ii) Text and Context: Situating the Directive Principles within Nigeria’s socio-political
landscape (Wodak, 2001:66) involves examining how historical, political, and
economic conditions influence their interpretation and implementation. This perspective
highlights the role of political discourse in shaping public perceptions and policy
decisions regarding these principles (Blommaert, 2005:82).

iii) Historical and Intertextual Analysis: Exploring how past discourses shape
contemporary governance debates (Kristeva, 1986:37). This involves tracing the
evolution of directive principles from Nigeria’s colonial and post-independence
constitutional developments to contemporary political discussions on governance and
equity. Intertextuality provides insights into how historical struggles for social justice
continue to inform present-day policy debates and constitutional interpretations (Laclau
& Mouffe, 1985:110).

It is noteworthy that by integrating these analytical frameworks, this study seeks to contribute
to ongoing national debates on governance, equity, and constitutional reform, offering
perspectives on bridging the gap between Nigeria’s constitutional aspirations and socio-political
realities.

Data Presentation
These are the selected key provisions of the Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles.
These are as follows:

1.  General Objectives (Section 13)
It is the duty of all organs of government and persons exercising legislative, executive, or
judicial powers to conform to, observe, and apply the provisions of Chapter II of the
Constitution.

2.  Political Objectives (Section 14)
 Sovereignty belongs to the people of Nigeria, from whom the government derives its

authority.
 The Federal Republic of Nigeria shall be a state based on the principles of democracy

and social justice.
 The primary purpose of government is to ensure the security and welfare of all citizens.
 The participation of the people in governance is a right that must be guaranteed.

3.  Economic Objectives (Section 16)
The state shall:

 Harness the nation’s resources to promote national prosperity and an efficient, dynamic,
and self-reliant economy.
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 Prevent the concentration of wealth or means of production in the hands of a few
individuals or groups.

 Ensure the right to adequate means of livelihood and a suitable environment for
development.

 Protect the economy from exploitation by fostering equality and opportunity.

4.  Social Objectives (Section 17)
 The state shall ensure that all citizens have equal rights and opportunities.
 Exploitation of human or natural resources in a manner that affects the common good

shall be prohibited.
 Adequate medical and health facilities, employment, and suitable living conditions

shall be provided for all citizens.

5.  Educational Objectives (Section 18)
 Government shall direct policies to ensure free education at all levels when practicable.
 Efforts shall focus on promoting science, technology, and vocational education to

meet the developmental needs of the nation.

6.  Foreign Policy Objectives (Section 19)
Nigeria’s foreign policy shall promote:

 National interest and African unity.
 International cooperation and world peace.
 Respect for international law and treaty obligations.

7.  Environmental Objectives (Section 20)
The state shall protect and improve the environment and safeguard water, air, land, and wildlife
for the present and future generations.

8.  Cultural Objectives (Section 21)
The state shall:

 Foster national integration and unity while encouraging the preservation of diverse
cultural traditions.

 Protect, promote, and respect cultural and artistic expressions that enhance human
dignity.

9. Obligation of the Mass Media (Section 22)
The press, radio, television, and other mass media shall:

 Uphold the responsibility and accountability of the government to the people.
 Serve as a platform for the free expression of public opinion.

10.  National Ethics (Section 23)
The Nigerian state shall promote discipline, integrity, dignity of labour, social justice, religious
tolerance, self-reliance, and patriotism.
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11.  Duties of the Citizen (Section 24)
It is the duty of every citizen to:

 Abide by the Constitution and other laws.
 Respect national symbols, including the flag, anthem, and pledge.
 Render assistance to appropriate authorities in the maintenance of law and order.

These provisions encapsulate Nigeria’s aspirations for governance, economic development,
social equity, and cultural preservation, providing a framework for building a just and inclusive
society. However, the non-justiciability of these principles limits their enforceability, making
them aspirational rather than mandatory.

Data Analysis
This is Utterance-by-Utterance Textual Analysis of the Fundamental Objectives and Directive
Principles of State Policy of the Nigerian Statehood. It is noteworthy that this analysis applies
Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional model (textual features, discursive practice, and social
practice) and Van Dijk’s ideological square to uncover the ideological, linguistic, and power
dynamics as embedded in the Nigeria’s Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of
State Policy (Chapter II of the 1999 Constitution). The analysis goes thus:

1.  General Objectives (Section 13)
Text: “It shall be the duty and responsibility of all organs of government, and of all
authorities and persons, exercising legislative, executive, or judicial powers, to conform
to, observe and apply the provisions of this Chapter.”

Analysis
Textual Features: The use of “shall” conveys obligation and authority. The triadic
repetition (“conform to, observe, and apply”) underscores the intended universality and
seriousness of adherence.

Discursive Practice:  This section establishes a normative expectation for governance
but remains ambiguous about mechanisms of enforcement.

Social Practice: The lack of justiciability undermines its performative power, reflecting
a gap between ideological intent and operational reality.

2.  Political Objectives (Section 14)
Text: “The Federal Republic of Nigeria shall be a State based on the principles of
democracy and social justice.”

Analysis
Textual Features: Words like “democracy” and “social justice” are abstract and
ideologically charged, evoking aspirations of equality and governance by the people.
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Discursive Practice:  The phrase positions the state as both an agent and custodian of
democratic ideals, yet fails to specify actionable measures to achieve them.

Social Practice: Persistent issues such as election rigging and unequal access to justice
highlight contradictions between the idealized discourse and practical governance.

Text: “The security and welfare of the people shall be the primary purpose of government.”

Analysis
Textual Features: “Security” and “welfare” are foregrounded as dual imperatives,
reflecting a developmental ideology.

Discursive Practice: This constructs a moral framework for governance, framing state-
citizen relations as duty-bound.

Social Practice: In practice, insecurity and inadequate public welfare systems expose
the tension between stated objectives and lived realities.

3.   Economic Objectives (Section 16)
Text: “The State shall... harness the resources of the nation and promote national
prosperity and an efficient, dynamic and self-reliant economy.”

Analysis
Textual Features: Terms like “harness,” “national prosperity,” and “self-reliant” evoke
a sense of development but are ambiguous.

Discursive Practice: The language suggests a pro-active, resource-driven governance
model. However, it lacks specificity about redistributive mechanisms.

Social Practice: Nigeria’s heavy reliance on oil and its unequal resource allocation
contradict the aspirational tone of “self-reliance.”

Text: “The State shall direct its policy towards ensuring the promotion of a planned and
balanced economic development.”

Analysis
Textual Features: The term “planned and balanced” implies centralization and equity,
consistent with post-colonial developmental ideologies.

Discursive Practice: This statement appeals to collectivist values but neglects specificities
regarding accountability.

Social Practice: The reality of regional disparities in development undermines this policy’s
ideological foundation.
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4.  Social Objectives (Section 17)

Text: “The State shall direct its policy towards ensuring that all citizens have the
opportunity for securing adequate means of livelihood.”

Analysis
Textual Features: The use of “adequate” and “opportunity” suggests a minimalistic
obligation, rather than comprehensive guarantees.

Discursive Practice: This language attempts to balance individual agency with state
responsibility, leaving the latter ill-defined.

Social Practice: Persistent unemployment and poverty expose the inability of the state
to fulfill these objectives effectively.

5.  Environmental Objectives (Section 20)

Text: “The State shall protect and improve the environment and safeguard the water, air,
and land.”

Analysis
Textual Features: The repetition of “protect” and “safeguard” emphasizes environmental
stewardship.

Discursive Practice: This frames environmental responsibility as integral to governance,
yet omits enforcement mechanisms.

Social Practice: The prevalence of oil spills and deforestation contradicts these stated
objectives, reflecting systemic failures.

6.  Educational Objectives (Section 18)

Text: “Government shall strive to eradicate illiteracy and provide free education at all
levels when practicable.”

Analysis
Textual Features: The phrase “when practicable” introduces conditionality, undermining
the urgency implied by “strive” and “eradicate.”

Discursive Practice: This hedging language creates room for evasion of responsibility
under resource constraints.

Social Practice: Chronic underfunding and disparities in educational access challenge
the realization of these goals.

7.  Foreign Policy Objectives (Section 19)
Text: “Nigeria shall promote African unity, international cooperation, and world peace.”
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Analysis:
Textual Features: Phrases like “African unity” and “world peace” position Nigeria as
a global moral actor.

Discursive Practice: This language aligns with Nigeria’s historical Pan-Africanist stance
but is aspirational rather than pragmatic.

Social Practice: Internal instability limits Nigeria’s capacity to project these ideals
externally.

8. Cultural Objectives (Section 21)
Text: “The State shall protect, preserve, and promote the Nigerian cultures which enhance
human dignity.”

Analysis:
Textual Features: The triadic repetition (“protect, preserve, promote”) emphasizes
cultural centrality in national identity.

Discursive Practice: This positions cultural heritage as a unifying factor but avoids
addressing regional tensions.

Social Practice: The persistence of ethno-religious conflicts undermines the cohesive
cultural vision articulated here.

9.    National Ethics (Section 23)
Text: “The national ethics shall be Discipline, Integrity, Dignity of Labour, Social Justice,
Religious Tolerance, Self-Reliance, and Patriotism.”

Analysis:
Textual Features: The enumeration of ethics serves as a normative blueprint but remains
abstract and idealistic.

Discursive Practice: This language attempts to foster collective values but does not
address systemic barriers to actualization.

Social Practice: Endemic corruption and weak civic engagement challenge the realization
of these ethical ideals.

Discussion of Findings
The analysis of the Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles of State Policy reveals a
stark disconnection between the ideals enshrined in the document and the realities of governance
in Nigeria. Structural, institutional, and governance challenges have impeded the realization of
these aspirational objectives, leaving a significant gap between policy rhetoric and actual
implementation. While the document establishes strong normative principles through the use
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of assertive language such as “shall,” the absence of enforceable mechanisms renders these
objectives largely aspirational rather than actionable. (Pavlickova, 2011).

The general and political objectives, which emphasize democracy and social justice, are
undermined by persistent issues such as electoral malpractice, corruption, and systemic
inequities. Although the document envisions an equitable and self-reliant economy, economic
objectives are compromised by Nigeria’s over-reliance on oil revenues, widespread poverty,
regional economic disparities, and unemployment. Similarly, the social objectives advocating
for adequate livelihoods and social welfare remain unfulfilled due to inadequate healthcare,
high poverty rates, and the lack of a robust social security framework. The absence of clear
accountability mechanisms further exacerbates these shortcomings.

Environmental protection, another key objective, is contradicted by widespread degradation,
particularly in the Niger Delta, where unchecked oil spills, deforestation, and pollution persist.
This prioritization of economic interests over environmental sustainability reflects the
government’s failure to enforce its stated commitments. Likewise, the goal of providing free
and quality education remains unachieved due to underfunded schools, teacher shortages,
and regional disparities in access. The conditional nature of the language used in the document
allows the state to evade full commitment to these objectives. Additionally, while the Directive
Principles emphasize cultural preservation and national ethics to foster unity, ethno-religious
conflicts and divisive politics continue to challenge national cohesion. Systemic corruption
further erodes the values of integrity and social justice, weakening national ethics. Nigeria’s
foreign policy aspirations of promoting African unity and global peace, though aligned with its
Pan-Africanist legacy, are constrained by domestic instability and limited influence on the
global stage.

The findings highlight the broader governance crisis in Nigeria, where systemic corruption,
weak institutions, and a non-justiciable constitutional framework hinder the realization of these
objectives. The language of the Directive Principles remains aspirational and ambiguous, often
using conditional phrasing such as “when practicable,” which allows the state to evade full
accountability. This ambiguity perpetuates governance inefficiencies and fosters socio-political
fragmentation. The inability to operationalize these objectives leads to widespread
disillusionment, particularly among marginalized groups, exacerbating tensions surrounding
issues like federalism, resource control, and local government autonomy.

Economically, the emphasis on self-reliance is undermined by Nigeria’s dependence on
oil, while environmental degradation in resource-rich regions reflects the government’s
prioritization of extractive interests over sustainable development. These contradictions pose
significant obstacles to both economic and environmental progress. Addressing these gaps
requires constitutional reforms to make these objectives legally enforceable, alongside efforts
to strengthen institutions, promote transparency, and increase citizen engagement in governance.
Bridging regional imbalances and addressing systemic inequalities will be critical to achieving
national unity and fulfilling the socio-economic aspirations outlined in the Constitution.
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The implications of this disconnect are profound and affect the government and citizens
across political, economic, social, environmental, cultural, and educational spheres. Politically,
the failure to implement the stated objectives contributes to a legitimacy crisis, as citizens
perceive the government as ineffective and disconnected from their needs. Weak institutions
and the inability to enforce constitutional provisions erode public trust in governance, while
political instability, electoral malpractice, and systemic corruption further exacerbate unrest
and marginalization. Disillusionment with the political process leads to voter apathy and reduced
civic engagement.

Economically, the over-reliance on oil revenues and failure to diversify the economy result
in unstable growth and ineffective policy implementation, limiting poverty alleviation and
economic stability. Regional disparities in wealth and development further deepen inequalities
and social unrest, while high unemployment and economic mismanagement hinder national
progress. Socially, the government’s failure to meet objectives related to healthcare, education,
and welfare services places increasing pressure for reform. The lack of accountability
mechanisms results in inefficiency and distrust in governance, contributing to deteriorating
living standards and increased social unrest.

Environmentally, the continued neglect of sustainability efforts exacerbates degradation,
particularly in oil-producing regions, drawing international criticism and threatening long-term
ecological balance. Health risks and displacement due to pollution, oil spills, and deforestation
further harm vulnerable populations, reducing economic opportunities for affected communities.
Culturally, the government’s inability to foster unity and national ethics leads to a fragmented
society, where ethnic and religious tensions persist, undermining efforts for peaceful coexistence.
The failure to instill values of integrity, discipline, and social justice weakens national identity
and public trust in institutions.

Educationally, the sector remains underfunded, with significant disparities in access to
quality education, especially in disadvantaged regions. This failure to address educational
gaps perpetuates workforce shortages, limiting the country’s capacity for economic
development. Poor infrastructure and lack of investment in education restrict opportunities
for social mobility, reinforcing cycles of poverty and inequality.

It is important to note that the general implications of these governance failures are far-
reaching, affecting national development, stability, and unity. For the government, the inability
to implement the Fundamental Objectives and Directive Principles results in diminished
legitimacy, political instability, and weakened institutional capacity. For citizens, the
consequences manifest as economic hardship, social inequality, environmental degradation,
and cultural fragmentation. Urgent reforms are necessary to bridge the gap between aspirations
and realities. Strengthening governance, enforcing accountability, and addressing systemic
inequalities will be essential to ensuring that the objectives outlined in the Constitution translate
into tangible improvements in the quality of life for all Nigerians. (Onuorah, 2024, Suberu,
1996)
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Conclusion
In conclusion, one may finally submit by affirming that the Fundamental Objectives and Directive
Principles of State Policy articulate an aspirational vision for Nigeria rooted in democratic,
economic, and social ideals. However, the analysis reveals significant gaps between the
ideological constructs embedded in the text and the material realities of governance. These
tensions reflect systemic power imbalances, resource constraints, and institutional weaknesses,
therefore underscoring the need for mechanisms to translate these ideals into enforceable
actions.
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